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Introduction
We, tmmkebers of the CIl ar k ,Copurnetsye nybonunt uha |C opmori iscsyi
To begin, we wil |l wdleeskavreiellkeev elu,r twlhoe ki mmorat ance

andhy we hasegaerd agaeah offeasrt.udy

Who We Are
The Clark County Yout
coll ective of intell sScuss i

this grrouept,y aofvavi ewpo

backgrounds are showc gl end of
ouworykearcr ev&t e a pol i clss

presetnot etdhef comume wi e w. I

As members of the CI a

Commi ssi on,adwev epgrscev iyde

and many eusipguee i pes t ¢

community and county nsight
into how to engage an (N - leopl e t-
whatever program it mai’ - \.._m wor k

on many different projfs ¥.&f rom t h
Youth House Art Show tN : ot

Yath Achievement Awards thrc ach

yeamnu,r policy report. oAusr amaciint iazsesni gandnweinstor y b o ¢
County Councilors, the assigned research topi
throughout the yetari.s Tshhar eadn niumalt hree psoprr i ng of

of County Councilors and other county | eaders

Our Process

Eighteen YouthsCoomiml abooatively authoredhehi s
entire Youth Commissioneskbappdenn bDhereeseameanl
begi nnm ngugust 2015, and their voice is equal.l

Our relpaoagdedien 10 mont hs refvi essantgiscthipd a,nky udir
research articles,. aAdortolcsisofgrotupdyinad ydeers a -
information we have | earned is compiled along
create the recommeadati onceiWet hbéperet hat by t he
policy report tole, seapesti cpi,no@esgaandcouwmmend
hard wohrekl pwitloo t each you how to engage a mor e
County and otheaes wglhlesaampowormkhce of youth per

-
[

We believeg tmaaty Wavices ahl owe ocesmmaonbéwyter un
di verse groups that | ive here. I f everyone i s



i ssues, t her eb dtsweneon du ss caomadh ecctth e moc iet i né ms meal
andogpresimmanity

Wi t hfownt her ado, -heteé CkathkeC80daby Youth Commi
on Citizen Voice and Engagement .

Citizen Voice and Engagement - What is it about?

l't'"s the minority...It’s gtead iinmg what ciosmmpmi rdc
| arge scale community and getting them to spe
us to work o6ogetbemmunity and all ows us to tak:¢
Youth Voice

Youth Voice is important betauousemwei ayel ehden:

change maklauvse gweler st andi ng of whaet airse ddiviog
i-t he policies aditf ©&Wemarkeec of nommoydeedtthhateas. c ome t o
youth with things that are relevant to their
tamlned al | ow osueateiyatf@mo 1t tagkret a

peaYouth involvement | s| mebelipve @a thdrecseidedein o u g h
in lgowalr nment . youth representation in our

We believe that there 1is Iimcgiorpr%uglte?/)%uth
representation in our community. This S beca
of the small amount of opportunit iGosunptrgorvi ded
the |l ack of awareness arroaurhd soutrdree npto weprp oorft uyno

people working as a coltlieetiwpaltody hhaoadmake ca
i mportant because yout h vWebedievethatratherthanr mi ni ng
having the youth find engagement opportunities, community members should bring

these opportunities to the youth.

What Makes Youth Voice Distinctive from Others?

Youth Voice is different from an adult becaus:
mat ure and gai nedhVftr oins enxopte rsbetlenet ey au tt hei ¥ ot lca&t
have esh, innovmaitmMgem paasx 3$thamgrgnati ve t hin

The youth vouoaealodes Chamryk WCni qtuce tihme cyoomptahr iosfo np
gener aWei ocrsa.ve pl atforms t o spelehke ouwrt emitndd dn
current generation of youth in Clark County i
endeavors fohishdi tbaneywce in generations cou
conditions which CIl ar k GCoowtnht.y Thhaes yporuetshe notfe dt ot d
generation havee ssecdn nac efsoc unsa Whnt htnld hesete hob hogeg
di versi fidsnotemggouttbaareSstil/l i n school and p
activities after schood itrhetyb entaevtey wind t theelrp pma k
things dmjroyamtdr ovi de fooprplort uoak i esvol vement



Youhdave differeon epeestpopecandens, among ot her t
Unfortunatel yar ey dureqg urcadglye s gaotr ed . However,
many valid reasons to include youth voices. A
are become Dbl ind t o nBeyw eindgeaagsi nogr tphreo ciedsesaess a n d
commumempers, a wholandewi sewpoohtbsdaas avail a
of Clarkf Cwenéygcourage yout h aisnatiead fofr mear torr:
them “you’ || understand when you're older”, t|

and many otekeplteypee afvapl abl e regarding publ

Ways to make Clark County More Youth-friendly & Inclusive

I n order to makecCimaeeki @Gganmprpupbuth friendl:
an environment wherae ey oaubtlhe fteoe |vsaimcdet htahhesi yri t o ie
heard t he .goOfesrimometnds i mpl ement soci al net wor ki
and interactmovi ¢ ho ftihfentyhoiust hmet hod was to be in
youth will takd mnr & hef raond ei ntheartesd he gover nme
|l ivesf anything it would be much more accessi |

To better incl udeshyoouultdnh b eo ppproersteunntietdiaeish tsttér o ol
studenasewhxtted hvaovwrel d nf or mati on they need to

Lastly, tr eahtoidandge iyroud pthi misons matt eg ijaposkeyst mu
having a friendly environmmaoth. Youth voice doc¢

Ways the Youth Commission Engages in Our Community

Youth House Art Show

Every year the Youth House hol ds a woornknuni ty ;
coll aboration with diffetd@ptgomgpamodnd h8TAD!
(Strong Teens Against SubsatkendéeeHazvamds hampep eAl
overarching theme odfhet hYonudihoos@oo ' L apeldi o r e pc
assigned each year by the County Manager and
the art show is to shareeveurahda mmureiltyy 'ps owo Wt
insight of-dalyatyoptéseaemte experiencing. This is
engagement as it is an indirect way for youth
community. This year the artit ysbaowaabput Bedemi
voi ceommuniccati on.

County Connections

Members of the Youth Commijsedihcard owe rae cgiuweny tehm
i bhfei el ds of their wahsoocsalnlged Tthhies Guocutni.tvyil trG/o n n e
our shadow, we foll owed and/duriimg etrtveierwetdy @i



week The selections of jobs were I mmense; we h
such as pokoséembdousiowg specialists, a&amdoe@venmno
shadows, we were given a taste of those parti.
understanding of how the county government i s
This County Connections job shadow fo prpeoarstounnsi.t
First wvoef fYyoounithi gl ipemeampect i we sen bd lel sctawieetelr tfh ee |
count$econdl vy, It provided insight on hmow | ear
engagementearMmssdwenor e about cerweh e hsttgevnegrenrme nt
sense of interest and stake to the country go
seems as though as people | earn about the gov
become engaged and feel compelled to particip
We recommend implementing a government job shadow program, similar to the one

the Youth Commission participated in, for schools. A pr ogram i ntegrated w

wouggdve youth insight into possible career fi
i nvol veedr ninmhe ngtovby ex pOcu mtgw edmtm ¢ ®@niteach out
Contemporary World | ssues and &Lodtiempiotter yt Wo ¢
county hedrongser events, just I|ike the Youth

Should the county continue some form of “County Connections” for Youth
Commissioners and other youth?
The ndoyu shoul d definitely continueo@Gounstsy oGonn

members but many other interested yout h. It c
there would be an online application that 1|is
youth |ist their top three chotscesutd rceoaaeaece
emafirladrhe department head or senior anmember t he
opportunity for jJob shadowing.

hOUR IMPACT- Time Bank

hOur I mpact is a time bank where people volun
exchan@g&eaolfiozuands par wnéeéhedh Our bapgkoctextpieme ment
selkeow youth wotdldditkenatly it HhaOurbdenmpawcd ed sf
exclusoveadgults. Weveepobasihipat ¢ ot ofackkre ragtg et t e
audi enWe were asked how twe rfeeviite va btohfiet sckaatfebgsoyr i
avaitakelbeh youth skills for everyday adult | i
and knowOedgkempact viicc reendsgmevacagtlf or m for peop!
donat eheearn new things amnmd emee teeidmpgsnedrvee abeed ot lee .
communi ty.ecWemngeanvdeatri on&k CouhélpsCh&®ur | mpact
form of a direct report to their coordinator.

The Youth Commission Experience

The foll owing observati aresyawaediren gbvars eidn ool wWda mer
engagement with t hSiceYorternhbegawimbagustsfi2@15 we



have collectively donated more than 2300 hours to Clark County.

We saw our involvement away hteo Yiomv érs tCiognanti e sh amw
started to engage in our c¢drmownidtiyd. YWe tfhi r st
Commi ssioners become awameé eefr ometbeppdouthi Cyp
Many bnems said they first he&ildr&kb&Cwtuntlye YOoppt
Achi ev@enlealbr at,i omhenfALe were recognized by a c

achievéEmesne . youth were excited by the fact the:
recogandedelt drawn to have their voices hear
voices are often not given the respect they d
theirs heard in a group | ike the Yout hAAmCommi s
alumnus can also be a source of information f
Whil e at the awards we

give spedchédsat i s when

the i dea of v oclownatinege rh eni
engaged i mnoutro.fcforal@s t h
Commi ssi on an fiochmprmangga un tt
for specific achievemen
the opportunity to be h
award ceremonies offer
only a few specifird saoh
the YAC offers these in
achievement s, Il i ke Fami
or Career Devel opment .
chance to honor busines
to cater towards a yout s
Youth Friendly Business Award.

Ot her ways became aware of t hef rYomtdi rComtmirsesfie

byschool | opsthaaaadMemot abl eYopaOhmmbesobners | earn
aboutprtolgpeg B mougyh meamh ér sa.t eTsh Ksoo wrehked ghee cGayp T
which we wil Il adtievre onn.ttohmemosrjeo st atelBet hat t he g

“inside”i nwfidrl mahtdil kreepmi the ones on the “outsi
i neased opportuniti esmns uscshiK nansv! teldey eYlo@m she 10vh o
partesn i nform themoamosessi bhecdYoadddihm€i dceo™n.si der

The second question in our work session was,
applic@un omswer s wer e, meeting new people, a
meqr fwelt i ¢ &aocabdl bOppersuadhmytrt dr ent s gent |
gently pushed them i nNeo bteHd ewcu tthh eadc cemmidses iwary.s

encourage the same type of answers in their o
The next question in our work session was, “W
you’  ve chosen to join? How did you hear about



advisory bodad¢cebafl F moml ub, s truyd ebnota rcdo ufnocri |ICI
County Fair, and multiple sports. Our members
are most of today’s youth in the county. Yout!l

engaegrmeim.

Reasons People Engage

& AT El O #6OE DOOA

7 00 61 BADAEOD (

What keeps us coming back to the Yoputrft i©® mmi s

when it has”ar fanstlryordgrisbense oweemwlatdperieng Anot
able to have your voice heard in the communit"
of f as naive or iIimmature wtithbbutadbvledn,g Mmastd yy
t hat htalsewreu | tti ipihnes where their voicerhaduddts b
have paid no heedl htios yiosut hyadtvhtec A
Youth Commission is so i amt 2t 27§ 8% nlembe
gi ves wahyeom sap e d k vsheeerms s ofc b“éSlﬂesi offlpgnaive or immature
stitched their | ips shut .} Bwhou lgein@fbly censitieced vioi c e
think, and hawektemodettoh ditheehtms ndjsipo f

ot hgrses youth the confidlence to contribute t|
ideas in other situations as well . Youth Voi c:¢
val i d,heanfdut h Commi ssi on knows it.

/| OEAO 2AAOQITO

%NOAT EOQU 'iiT1T¢c -Ail AAOO

The Youth Commi ssi onl sdfr eistse smemhiar d.e gdd acgrea |
more I mportant than another's, Thede ailld mnaehisel
even i f someone has been there for years.

MBEAOAA | COAAI AT OO

The Youth Commi ssion also has sharéedfageeemen:
entering a di s.cuTshseisoen aogrr eadci@ OviiBt{]yCs BEAAAKET C

I PAT O1 ,AlhleI PAAKA@ate a positive environment w
@i 1A

Youth are attracted to food, antdstbeepyama 1t h;
positive mood and is one way to get people to
WBOPBEHGO | ADI 00

Il n partneobpshhp withsyi mportant to have positi
Hill, our i exhhirmixmgnppesisfuprpeort. She i s encour a
being overbearing. EI i zabtehodwuthedhpasn gciarpg uirte, yar
provide a platform for youth voice.

™ OEIT A #1171 OTEOU #7111 AAOCAAT AOO

When youth participate in programs similar to
their community through engagementf{oandentlt so
community. We want to feel wvaluedfriemeroaur ¢ o0 mmi

spend time at



What hel ped us and motlvated us to take a ris
was the concept/idea fgt hbegngupowasdreatbyt.
ri sk, being in the age of trying new things.
Commi ssion and the potential f or Yoatkaveniorei end s

likely to join a group if there are other people who look like them, or are their age in

the groupaswel,For ot her Youth, an opportunity to ha
safe environment caused them to take a risk ¢t
a put of fouftdirr rmeérey YYuth Commi ssion’s easygoin

applicants at ease, and the summer retreat he
Being engaged on the Youth Commission has ben:
ways Bemsadshrps, building connections, fulfill
prep, the feeling of making a Nbitf fmeaarneggn e ,0 ga radn
provide all oWethoseewaouaitcedmeabout our owor k it
benefit the community.

Recommendations

BEAOKO) ACEI T AAT OO ! AGEOT OU "1 AOAO

We recommend t hat smdiree ciorufnarymaptriooon dteo school s
about axivstsiomgagnboaotdsnteer opport.unMdakessuwidh
people have a proper pmagemramandlo.ng of what th
" PPO A& O 91 O0E

We also recommend that the county create yout

about opportunities and | ocas$tcauvegycagbhgr mae!
only for youth.
MBEI x OKABDI A (AOGA ' 61T EAA

We believe the kind of benefits that might mo
communitynefkinobesisng t haits tbheeiimg vibpeared i n the ¢

necesscshow them you are | istening by i mplement
(Promotingedaeahwt h heém all the ways they can par
Actually list-@don’"dng utsdakegondtheough the moti on
t he tesf fyaut h are making. Make their voices Vi s
MAEA 4AOOCEITTEAI O A£OI i H#IADADEI T 00T 0AOO ! AGEO
Put t htemeoounwegpitt® show how everyone benefited f
" OEI A ' 3001 TCAO 0OAGATAA 111717 ¢c 91 OOE

Have countviysileasermaaclhs adodit how i mportant you

the comYwwthydon’t get enough
counselors and othlkefr @oomommunniyt
recruited woutd, show how truly
interested in their participat

opportunities tc
Yyeladadser direci
passionate the
i on

Reasons People Disengage
While | ooking at the reasons we have stayed i
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t hat we have | oiinnetdh@nnpda stohmemo ng wietadon oios btulsayt
and had too much on our plates. Students toda
time to, suckHmcaoodpamiukbys , aifter ot her county c
school wor k. tAsolsaeurd e nstcsh ogoel becomes more and n
their | ives, and given the fact that a majori
school , t i meWeceaomménd makingprograms that youth can come in

and out of without a huge amount of backtracking or hassle.| f we get busy at
parts of the year, we should be able to take

mor(eThompson 6)

Anot het htalaideesgy | eave programs i s @ameweaedal hetrur
respectful to youth. To keep youth invested i1
environment that makes yWewecdmmpndgroupsbed f e el res.
interactive and use varying methods and processes to keep youth feeling welcome

and engaged.

In Summary of the Youth Commission Experience

The Yout hi oOhonsntirsisves tommnhsBeBrenthas tvthec€s ar e

are our voices heard as a collective group of
voiacned i nvolvement i s so important to have in
the door at community | evel and feel invested
you wi || be working with. 't i s antkiihlomail d
program opens doors for other types of invol vi
future and shows us of what is possible. We a
opportunities i f we are involvednowWoabbuhave :
i ssues that affect youth first hand. We | i ke 1
youth issues

a ‘s & | CLARK Illlll'l'
g l SHERIFF‘

x‘%&

. " -\”‘A\,,,,;_M. = IM‘ :,._J i""" " e i cT- k.C o Wa. Sher n ” - .
) e o ) ﬁ siba % . I
,'.‘_ﬁ 3 “..'.. ﬁE e EH! anedng ! -, mmmg;ﬂatescreerm
Suggestions for County Twitter Accounts
The Youth Commission r evi eOweudh ttywiPtutbe ri ca cWoa WKkrst
Department, Public Health Department and CI| ar

T Yout h Commostsedontelrast Publ i c Healt hhapaeovi dec
nice header that “looks fun”. We suggest m
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county and Mose, ppoetlmaps use a header that
actiuvseel yTwi tter.

T We noticed that Public Works provided inte
nNi ce responsdeesast.o VWeu btlhiicnkwo it d esiysnttd ey rheaelkaa ea

and bio and follow more county residents'
T The Sheriff's account has a nice header an
backs, | eascse bloonkk,s and Fpost more from the cc

usef emoji s.
|l tgn s@&mlcyuraged that more county entHvteireys hav:
depart memtavehaulusername and soci al medi a mana

Utilizing Apps and Technology

System of Apps

We need a system of asppwvefsort h@l gpruk pOswen toyf tphra

information to the public. An example of an a
SFPar k Mobi 1SeF PAaprpkh ELABFPARK is, “A real time i
par king spots for residents and tourists. The
Resul t |l ess congestion, c¢cleaner air, safer si
Drivers are en.. S

park in underu. N

garages.t Peice 7 E

installed stre

regularly adju :

one ospawe®s av. .

on any bl ockhi.

apps function =~ L. e

public the par ;

regulations. | i - i

time space avar..'T :

rates i narpaagreki ng g

The ASKP Application gave wus an aindde/ ao:r wee bssu gt gee sl
created nfgorciptoilzlens on wvar i outsr aroiitc sr.o ulrtogg ,c sC
County construction projects anhd.heoei als i ssue
construction all over downtown Vancouver and |
doing, fdrhiexamwmulla. i ncrease citizen involveme
well as providing government empl onweesandndaoht:
from the polls. This would be hel pful so that
community need. We believe it would be great
to be more convenient for ONetbhi ZDeos® etnoi eancccee scsa n
i ncrease citi(Beryoandg &ey mAailttiee voe)ttegr ati on of t «
such awouwlpdshetpmmundgati on between citizens o
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|l ocal government .

Meeting of the Minds Clark County

A secendmmendati on we suggest iIis a “Meeting o
read about in an artid4leehtilnhedati SewMEir gg dRxw
Citij2émnercéVel)r hink this type of mepmpdrifngcti s pe
citizen voice app, but of course it could be
does a “Meeting of the Minds” and this is a d

“For two days, partici—qpamts cfr NGBOacrangs pal
—-engade vieny discussions f ocluisnekdi nogn ‘ connec:
buil ding, energy, water resources, mobilit:
|l ook at how wurban/ regional decisions have
what el emesestoifnemebsp are critical for s
solutions. We’'ll|l feature the innovators wh
especially those fromamkiongasmaat i omgesthment
choi(cPdserce 1) .""

\
GAN event that allows citizensto | €l ark County should do someth

take aleadership role will create a the Wooldobereate a technolog

- -r _ to increaseThda t“iMeent ivng coef. t he
positive feeling in the community | | ar k County”, would include |
and everyone will feel investexi¢ of ficials, professionals in t

s technol ogy, and coll ege stude]
techn®frggwni zations involved could be Clark Co
woul dft hdnways to i mplement technology within
the community and i mprove ci tadlzlemwbtvivzbearkkse We b
|l eadership role will create a positive feelin:

i revst ed an(dT heaxnep stcerd 6 )

Engagement Model to Increase Citizen Voice

Recommendation: Diverse Voices Group

We recommend that Clark County create a diver
community to work on commusmiitry Rlcerctissmouwmtsh, ANev
Hampshire, where residents came together to d
pl dBeyond Clihviisl igtryougp) of 450 people provided a
outl ook on the community setdetosions. CFark @o
ti me event ordenheievteirregs mwoarglsdl Istod lvebado mmbebt y’ s
l ongrm i ssues (Btyosdi @Gpei aiitye6)o have cont i
meetings, whtceh thaeaspahbhtig banioonovative and e
government .

I f 1 mpl EmankeBhamitdgat e a | arge gvaupi o pgepl
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backgroundspegsespeet, vasd This group would hav
CountyCoommg fiimoni t s Ddivweeirssiiityyport awbubedeanese
accurate representation of the county's popul

Recommendation: Retreat for Leaders

Many city councils around the country hold re
i mportant | ssuesttiimga tnmoarne tchaeg Bahumsced | Cicvhialmbtey
These work sessions often are | ed by a profes
establish ground rules and exploreuareéeheiof ¢
collbeayg interests and priorities.

Recommendation: Continuous Training on Civic Engagement

The Youth Commi ssion walsn sarmpedeasretd NIOCrewrdv @ \h,
city officials and top dtrafcfonsaiid utemats reaivteh &
experience nadded ftecwtdarer YpBlelyioande Cagé menyt 27 .
recommendatGloanr ki sCotumatyn tpirmwo Wlestraining and e
county staff, communi tlys |cema dierrcsr eaansdi ned eccitveidc oe
every departmehhese $sheulcdume yprofessionally

Recommendation: Study Circles
Study Circles empower communities to probl em
togethegi by barge numbers .“8tudgof@l eciasocdmhbl

di al ogue, debmlmaenat yoor gan dezncanbgl itnegc hpnui bgluiecs ,t al
understanding, explore a range ofl ,s@lodtiitorcs,l ,
policy change,” (Engagement Streams 6). We r e¢
Study Woulcd esl | ow people with a variety of vi e
strengt hen t(hEn gcaogremmuenni tt ySTthree aSrisudéy) Cibel e woul
diverse in age, racdheamadstppoilmporctadntvi pwpoe nit ¢
a culture where new ideas, | earning, good/ bad
accepted and encouraged. I't woulid abmpl beehyp

practiced. A third mar twoudnrnd nereldi @ e d efaac it lhiet
safety and vAalgreoup «ffr emaepl.e woul d be gat her e
pertaining hd theicouvaestphet i ngds owouwtd dombe. r€po
the county |l eaders for delegation.

Recommendation: Sustained Dialogue
To resol vwe csoungigeistd st o di sagree, build trust,
only be resolved when you c hpaanngde yyoouurr pbeerhsapvei cot!

“Sust aiimddgue is a process for transfor mirt
essenti al to denoccompmiac poteti 8ast anded Di
i's not a problem solving workshop,; it 1is &
and build relationships among members of
they may effectively deal with practical [
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dewels over time through a sequence of mee
t hrough a ser i eisascefs rienccd gundii zeaghelaea dpe bi ber at
basedstage and astagét i(Eqgtageentemdr 'St r e ams

Il n oureweleavpi Mg r el antiaainmsihngp samnadpaeamidi al og wi
you work closely with will allow for the most
di alog between coworkers is not something to
devel oped t hr oughn(cEonngtaigreureeln ti nSH erseaaontsi e6l)l y, mal
t hat people who work together are comfortabl e
may work more effectively i f they establish p

Recommendation: Have More Groups like Youth Commission

We recommend that Clark County should have mo
because as the researchtszenssunlessamaanld auwnggd
better i f tihreymalaivfegoawvhpd@dse shoul d havee more g
the Youth Commi ssion because it impacts the ¢

With more yoetd wowlugppshe thore youth voice fror
that i nput would maker CGuadikd Conempmrseosartngd e we l
(Promoting IYOoutiwr ®) youth become connected to
outcome want to strive to make it a better pl_
community matters wWhnen awet iacrlee iwev oelxvaendi'ned r ea
“Where citizens-marke ngarntheofr talwarrewmlees s of
all egiance to the rules increases and con:¢
communicating rouubkese ahdndebat Whgre citizer
part of-mdkieng utlreei nt haelm e gi dnane ttead and t hei
engagementulwe tchanges may be mini mal (Lowr
We believe more Youth Commission or type grouj
making process and they would further engage

Recommendation: Actively Promote Diversity

Promoting diversity is n i mportant facyYyor in
creatsiuncgceassful and happly coemidaoH e teysofa
(Lowndelshi%s4)means encourjadgivnygdzytihied (faa cét2 difh at

people are all differen BuYcont &ftihbtlc®@nimunity®  prder
a “l ocadonmmuraictcye;pance f thosfu‘?ure)(é

di fferences is the key upport system fJ)r t ha-
We suggest diversity paradedi fafneglr ered ed rarn d oinrsc
entire community. Al so, ni ghts at school s ded]
i mpact youth in particular, as well as “diver:
yout h wil/ change mhei byt sometofet hatreabmng a
di verse society.

Recommendation: Leaders Welcome Dissenting Opinions
Too many | eaders shut down opinions they don’
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(LowndeMde Gh)oul d have merpebphdeerscourhge peop
because their vOoThempaodhbmpoeoouadt even be as
instructing the heads of companies to encour a
vV 0

someone has a voice, t hat ice Iis heard.

Evepegrson in a community has an opinion; if tfF
ou

l' i ght by Il eaders, or even thr gh simple enco
woul d become a mucThh emoYroeu tchp eCo nprliasscsé.on seei ng
di fiee emoti vates us even more to help our comr
participation neatte tocht @gastgeredhips, not a

make a county pl an.

Methods of Engagement

For our research pr odjiefcfte rnween tl otoekyehdn ¢ aqtw iedse vz ehraa |
the community, many of whiclEfdre€Enhmragwimband i n
GuidePtincipl Qu& sk8 dgd4limel | as utilized theori
3IDAAOOOI 1T £ 0gqhliEA unieqAl @ielilligd yout h 1 ed di scus
wor ks.hops

found
negatWev efso.und
understand
engaged i

Public
participation
goal

t hat

t he
t he

Inform

To provide the
public with
halanced and
objective
informaticn

Lo assist l}]E[]"l n
understanding the

di
t h

at
publ

fferent
usi ng

communi

Consult

To obtain public
leedback on
analysis
alternatives
and/or decisions,

ic op
ty

Involve

To work directly
with the public
throughout

the process to
ensure that public
concerns 'Al"ld
aspirations are

met hods
a diver sme mgtr otue

Collaborate

To partner with
the public in each
aspect of the
decision including
the development
of alternatives and
the identification

problem, consistently of the preferred
alternatives, understood and solution
opportunities considered.

and/or solutions.

inion of

Increasing Level of Public Impact

Empower

To place final
(J[’.C‘L?\I(JI‘['[‘IIE"CHTH
in the hands of
the public

Promise
to the
public

We will keep
vou informed.

We will keep you
informed, listen to
and acknowledge
concerns ':L[ld
aspirations, and
provide feedback
on how public
input influenced
Lh(’ decision,

We will work with
y()ll to ensure that
yOur concerns
ElIlL‘ u.\:pxratll[)ns
are directly
reflected in the
ﬂ‘l(’]'nﬂll\'l:ﬁ
developed and
provide feedback
on how public
input inflluenced
the decision.

We will look 1o
you for advice
and innovation
n formulating,
solutions and
ncorporate your
advice and
recommendations
into the decisions
to the maximum
extent possible.

We will
implement

what you decide.

Example

= Fact sheets

= Public comment

= Workshops

= (Citizen advisory

= Citizen juries

. = Web sites = Focus groups w Deliberative committees = Dallots
feﬂhnlques = Open houses = Surveys polling = Consensus- = Delegated
= Public meetings building decision

= Participatory
decision-
making

community
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Open Space Method

Open space is a | arge community event where c
communi matomnxaand sign up for worokms haoupssi gno he
sheeRussellfl i2h0pl emented correctly they can be
I n order to hold such an event, the group mus
receivedtassetggohotumébkbikega I ssues are raised,
solutions to those issues are debated and dis
and voted upon. This method of gathering feed

peopol ebet able to voice their concerns and opin
equal as well as coming up with solutions and

Depth Interviews Method

Depth inter vibews iamteowieews thatl bagt @ohest met
interviewing was devel oped after the realizat
safe speaking on certain issues and topics 1in
backl ash, comfort | éReaessebdildh2gafeartcyouc @amgeert ms
interviewed to open up as well as to direct t
guestions, as wel il nter andaew ensast | hsasvuee se viehne t houg
For example, a committee that dealt with issu
who were homeslignegpst hountdervi ews as a method to
realizing they were not getting feeidbgck from
interviewed feared their hones(tRu swcudlbdn2jBatvlee n
depth interviews allowed the committee to be

within the community and what t hetyh ofseel ti stshuee sc.

Having awiptdlegt ami natlelrowiseewsd et ai | ed feedback to
while simultaneously gaining information on s
t hat people might not be comfesettbheg. di scakko:
surveyors to gain feedback from specific grou,

Citizen Panel Method

A citizengrpawmelofi 230b0d0wtc i58000zens who agree to t
surveys. The panel tatseéectetdthéeéopbpul-aprensen.
third of the panel i's replaced every year to
usually carried out by post or bypcusel gpbaope a
panel me mber s A’tci(zReuns speadnel250f. this degree woul
County. We believe this would be an excell ent
homes.
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Community Fora Method

I n this method of emguwageemnéeab]

i 6
participation focusing on a par
i f

bemmchuhbtycgnsul
ti culldr Dbteo puisce.d
I C

to unite citizens around spec topics

We recommend &Llllacw rGeauindawnde st heir voice heard
mont hly meetings, annual ,evaelnlt sun dseermitnhaer sC oommmu
met hod ( RusSperidadlt)he | ocal awareness through
individuals through phone and emai l

O)i ACET A6 - AOGET A

The |1 magi ne metahrocdh eéds annedwl dye wreelsoep e d .t oEgsest enretri a |
t o sfhaagte expercesnsese@dr diurg a certain topic (

community consultation based on appreciative I
tell swhhati ewoiokst heir per sSoomel pexopse rhi@erneddd s t vy
vi ewpoi nt s ,f Isetxoirbyitleiltlyi nogf, wor kspace and net wor

We recommend f ¢ AICEd At HewAf@iErestic®it D@ ens get t o
and pediytirefl ect on their experiences here.

Collaboration Strategies

“Effective coll aborations are able to generat
seeyv Coll aboratda omr dcsedse ftimreadugls whi ch parties
aspecteo®bbdtemacpn constructively explore their

that go beyond their swmodsimilte,d 'vi(sB ornd eorf wh.

. . . A COLLABORATION PROGRESS CHECKLIST
We read an asrstescsliieng iMoluerc

Coll abora€EvahuatiTel Taodli” e Sgg;sﬂv%%i{::at;;:ze;Sgrg;\t';ztgit;:;ge‘i
di sc s sed aflouna ttio o | t hat e 1 2 e, 5 n
factors that can i nfl uen gas ation
(OEGCEOME think this tool Csumnsiy in Cl ¢
Countypon adaption. Research and

1. We recommend di st- i b poitcalcimate st/ sel
evaluation Yye@esn dmd eenrpii::;’lﬁs

to i mprove coll aborat i polcestaws n base
on checklist-esabuasi of jo=e

ensure and remind empl connetednes

coll aboration. oty

2. We recommend devel op Development sion o
the Checklist and uUse o o i mpr
youth coll aboration an T . Star

. Grand Totals .
a young age so it beco -~ _ — — _— _ _J skill
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Being able to identify the'sfadaoanhoct s$onladti tgr e sc
i mportant. Once they realize whkat uits ogei n@®@ wth
probl ems can be created. A wayp@irmtbltelme cama lblee
factors is to use the chalaltelnognl ncghoefcakel tibsuts. t h e r
explanation of the thwor ks paigeetd t he website |

Theory-Driven Recommendations

As part of our riesfeearecnt weo nmsmundiceadt idon t heori e
|l ens for community engagement.

Knowledge Gap Theory

The knowl edgehgapoicseayriht whnch the wealth o
have information that the | ower (Knnocwol need gpeo pQual pa
1) This is basically saying knowledge is powel
amount of k notwl eepdesgyweg @& plsam if @tr yns . Pertaining to
we believe that youth need to stay informed a
has a very wide range of youth, all/l in differ

knowleedang ght not havd Kmpwdledgepdntunity

The people who aren’t participating may be un
t hem. For example, peopl evowlt mimaVv € slsowoinn ¢ o ma
access to khowbepdgéeéeuaboues to get involved. T
phones or wifi altl@wiegi hhemmabi getompcommuni
events

few ways we thought of that Clark County ca
criemlseomaaccess for all citizens to become i
rovciodnet e mmemwsEguess cl @assh t hrough soci al me d i
bsites, pbrroavriyd ee xlpoocsaulr el,iot hege€toschenbkg and
t heaoar,t nneerasch alboti esppdr dDugunt iréamdabebl ast at bon:
newsl| etters piemn,ptpeeadolbta@d®pitinnd hi ghlight event
newspaper.

T T >
>

°© =
c o

Access to stored information odvil fefdgres Gapr di og
(Knowl edge NGap eery school di strict has for e
County. Lower income <citizens may not have t hi
citizens, which hinders tihhailry.abbitl itsyimpogetan
guide youth to world news, soci al media and w
i mportant to create a common grousdtfoodoev é&i B
t o cr eatheavbd oignsf oorrmad usoe a |l open

Relevant Social Contact

Rel evant Social Contact is when a person with
di fferent perndpeacttiamedss, ptubbdsi cu i ssues better (
One way this directly afrMemits gtoaittths itsad hatl at
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understandindgypwbl pariennssesdo not have access
their obsbltddekedbly either. Youth coulfd tblkeeynor e
had mor e s oWereedmmena thatéhg county should have a user-friendly,

youth oriented website for informational outreach purposes.

We believe that Clark County could provide yo
One way is to have infor matThoen caotu nstcyh ocoo usl da bcor
news| et tceorlst easnpdonses. Cl atkoCadmeytceaml dol unte
opportani scgmalt 1 gorfofroeprse t o mamrcucndstsyi t i onal |y, t
County Connecdicnsse@gregrhmer would create gr e;
social contact.

We believe that to have a significant voice e
moti vEhed!|l ¢édgaeVveGami hk. it is i mportant for | oc
moti vat et ocigteitzeinnsvol ved. NwitODWOEOGEPANASAIMOBOACA
I DPT 0001 EOURh ET Al OG&EDAd ADDh mAn iAt VA DiDtO AIAE AiOrEp d r t
news that pertains to a vari et yciofiazgeenosup s . Mi
detriarharetbevant social contact (Knowledge Gap

Selective Exposure

| n e s s eknncoew,| etdhgee Gap Theory says selective exp
information because you have access to it, an
statement because yoauc cheabvaen Iifichneenwk eodgle AGae 4)
person withmerda clait k elny itsowiktnho w hweh aitn ftoor ndact i o n
and they could use it to |imit other people’s

Sel ective exposur e afrfke cCtosu nwhyo iisss uiemsv calnvde dw hion
GapB4&)ng a part ofkitme Weutalm eConmmies educated t
in | ocal government and issues in our communi
ot her program$et get ¢éeéx»i shdeostand our communi
don’t even know we exi st.

Cl aGokunty can include the information and i ssu
by sharing it ntgsaleonstt imesdieas arsk address t he
as important.

Clark County can reduce t heoviimpiarcg mdr e ed ccromur
events that are open to the public. I nform ev
email, flyers, mail , -wiodcei aal n nnoeudni cae, mepnotsst.e rAsl,s oc,
encourage more avaiilnbrileegcamraimo gyl gonesoumwmeas . ClI
can target gmaeps epmeseasetdhe board. 't might
county to have data that shows whindh wahii tcihz am®
being |l eft behOmesigd ei gaxasnapsise nigs avhromuwar it teyn d s

heari ngsanceThérmapt o nf or,marta amnh icsutantaHe zierdder rep
popul ation and encourage them to attend hear:i
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mar kets work accordigiignde Kerotwd ier
targeted to certain people, some

Medi a target

ar e
he knowl edgk¥knguaulpedgea CCapm&3I)Cbanwyde
h

product s

therefore t

target yout and other groups notsocurdlemteldy aa
and talking to schools | eaders, and educators
youth don’t have the chance to discover such
i nteresting opinion on issues.t hléhreya gex pgerrawrems
Clark County should make infor mat-fi oinemdlowtor o
|l east i n a |l anguage that an average community

this would be | eds gl 0aopda grearrRgpdi st Ws 0 i a l medi
Twi tter posts should be friendly announcement s

provogpertunity fsoo Gaervdbes e
i's ®&®eemeBringing different s
toget her to tma&kte afefce sk eons al

heardis even better¢

idea to intercvanmuniiotw fmecnolbeerts er r e pcroeusnetnyt at i
pol.i cTyhi & uwinl Ideicm easegaph.e knowl edge
r o Y Local issues can excite and i
OA diverse community isgood, anf st and up for their beliefs. T
a community thatprovides | ocal i ssues and successes th
opportunity for diverse voicetobe | di ver se community is good, an
v
0

Spiral of Silence Theory

Tht seexpl ains how i f people may feel l'i ke the
socitenteyy, won’'tto spemraEd uiprTanle 1layrt i cl e descri bes h
f esorf separetdrnagund otshh dye taenrdd htoaow keetpo t heir att
themselves when they thinnbthedayewspdisml|ltlod miin
theory i sewheoomeopl |l ent due to public inti mi

This theory manifeshesniyselfheam anangpiwaiyen wn
be t het loememajfor iotme, pceropHew hsave more “vocal sp;
commuiwiouy.h may berectausgeakbey think adults don''t
wedon’t have ITihfies dxpeerriyence.i mportant because
the community to speak up because we need the

The Youth Commi sesopaneeagy eednc¢cdaneg abqutsot hei i
they stay silent 1 f thegyr adeee |t haesm.t hiodueg himesedoeraikt
|l i ke their opinions are unworthy or unimporta
the army”, soi eeays pneoatk .p aMitniocriiptat e i n | ocal go
spiral (Spiral 1) .

Recommendations:

T Encourage di sagreement s. Peopl e can have
something to a discussion
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T Nei ghborhood meetings couldd |boeweursed t o
communi cation bmeopleg sfredmyheaodritheo od mak e
deci sih@ansi mpact their specific neighbor

T Seek out minorihtow Yvhiegyearandeas kng and

understand that others might feel the s
T Crewbekshops that draw minoritiamsd encol
inform them on ways to get involved.

Communication Accommodation Theory

The Communication Accommogatui clwablmeory expl ai
communi cabiaden st lyé ewayceoontnfuenrisc athengarticl e des:
communi cation ascbOmmodbabondeaecyhéeohamhpanstenh
behawholte interacti{iCogomwini cRBebpbeedglther want

with the crowd, or wttéhred so udto.r mRd o slpee eaxcha mtn dt &
with the person they’re talking to.

Due to fear of rejection people change their

better @ge&€maeanuwne ct atBieamg2)a part of a miabusty v
|l eads to | es stehneerde fcoornef itdneenycear e | essfl pkeby et o
are put into a groumigdatetcii md wittalh upeopdlheiwi tvio

repressed.

Recommendation: Create Opportunities for Youth-to-Youth Discussion

The Youth Commi ssion recommends providing mor
engage other youth so that the communication
i mportant youth voices.

There are manpedpf & s rsstpyelaes atinlgeey ad il f fhearveen t
backgrounds aftGommperceteceepl22) adapt to that ¢
on Mawers Whatcte havinmpopodtrervdresdt itthres need t o
Commi ssi oneaso wibalerfveeddd ¢ hai mop are the highe
knowl edgeabl e anBeepdueateddptopbe.influenced
social status.

f
[
|

#1171 OAOCAT AA AT A $EOAOCAT AA

Convergence i s when people change themselves
int eracti ng/t oi mteedruecset soci al awkwaWderasygo(@Commro
t he way you talk and act to reduce ssoiczieal con
soci al di f f evrerrbcad s caomdmuma nc at i olnn (oCohmenru nw ocradtsi, o
when you bl ow your thoughts and opinions way
di fference in social aspects.

Conflicting views can cause issues between co

socioeconomic status can 1| ntiicmisdtaafteunse haonsde i ¢ £ s
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wi || be heard. (Eg. I f you were to talk to th

| ayer of respect.)

Recommendations
T Higher ranked members of communities can
relatable and be more inclalulsitve youtthhei nh
that make$s wecluded, appreciated, respect
T Finding peopl e amy tcloeminrecrtelngvarmtemsoci al
seek them out in schools and soci al medi a

[
f Some ways to attract youth to participat
involve/ help youth gainf kadhw!| atdlwes na@n t h
countysatnendne is | effromttheiAlhsaor eal y 'y
advertise at bus stops.

Conclusion

The Youth Commi ssion thanks Clark Count for

providing us with such dczhﬁaloléetnxgéidqég Cf?}jnu I mpo
t opNoct. only have we bee abl e to PI’,OVI t his
report, but we have al s %gu{dpee?rjiopp|8r|ty|f05tger a gr
ourselves that we wil! ontin®edIZNaEXEng| with
peoplheour | ives.

We believe citizen engagement should be a top
recommendations in this report are represent a;
Clark County in how to incrOuass dieceauehbeence a
researched ¢tlherdo wdg bhs cyuosustihons, focus groups, sch
online web searches, and mor e.

Thank yowrf eosuppfaxtwut h progr ams.
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CLARK COUNTY

Est. 2001

For more information on the Clark County Youth Commissigrplease contact Elizabeth Hill
at Elizabeth.hill@clark.wa.gowor call (360) 397-2130 Ext. 5133. Additionally, you can visit
us online athttps://www.clark.wa.gov/community -services/youth-commission. This
research project was sponsored by Clark County Department of Community Services and
the Clark County Youth House.
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